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of the crushing problems that the South American
nations must face."
" The peon has a small grant of land on which he
lives and which he farms, varying from two to six acres.
In exchange for this privilege he is obliged to render
certain service to the landowner, usually for a given
number of days per week or month. It is true that he
is paid for this labor, but only a miserable pittance, with
the obligation in most cases to sell his produce to the
landlord and to buy his provisions from him. These
are furnished at such prices that he is unable to make a
living and is constantly in debt to his overlord. This
debt hanging over him reduces him to practical slavery.
His debt to the landlord can in some countries be trans-
ferred to another in case of the sale of the property, so
that there is no practical way out. The peon is tied
to the land. In one country a property is reckoned not
as so many acres but at so many c brazos/ i.e. hands.
In selling the property the peons pass to the new owner.
Theoretically free, they are practically unable to break
away from their yoke." *
Mr. S. G. Inman, another student of peonage,
writing in South America To-day of the conditions
in the Alto Parana district of the Argentine, says :
" There the workmen are really slaves, since they can
never repay the amounts that are first advanced to them
on salary account. If they demand liberty, they are
chastised. If they flee to the forest, they are hunted
like animals/*
1 ** Christian Work in South America," Social Movements, vol. i.
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